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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Everlasting Father, enable us to love
You with all our hearts, souls, minds,
and strength. Give us humility so we
can see Your divine image in the people
around us and serve You by serving
them. Let this love expressed in service
transform our Senators, Nation, and
world.

Lord, guide our lawmakers. Make
them kind in thought, gentle in speech,
and generous in actions. Help them to
avoid the arena of combative words and
seek a caring community of integrity,
respect, and civility.

Lord, teach them that it is better to
give than to receive, as You lead them
to a humility that seeks great things
for others.

We pray
Amen.

in Your precious Name.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

The Senator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

Senate

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

————

NOMINATIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
the Senate begins this week with votes
to confirm two more highly qualified
Biden nominees—one to serve in his ad-
ministration and another to serve on
the Federal bench.

First, we will vote to confirm Mr.
Douglas Parker to serve as an Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for OSHA. A
veteran of the Labor Department from
the Obama administration, Mr. Parker
will be the first Senate-confirmed
OSHA head since the Obama Presi-
dency.

He has a proven track record of pro-
tecting everyday Americans in the
workplace—more important now than
ever before—and I look forward to his
confirmation later today.

The fact that the previous adminis-
tration left OSHA empty for 4 years
shows how little they cared about
worker safety and protecting our work-
ers, as many of them often do difficult
jobs.

Second, the Senate will also proceed
to the confirmation of a truly out-
standing judicial nominee, Myrna
Perez, to serve as circuit judge for the
Second Circuit, which includes my
home State of New York. It is a good
day for the Second Circuit and for the
entire Federal judiciary.

If confirmed, Myrna Perez would be a
remarkable, remarkable addition to
the bench. She would be the only His-
panic jurist to sit on the Second Cir-
cuit and the first since Justice Sonia
Sotomayor.

And just as I was proud to support
Justice Sotomayor’s nomination—I

even suggested her name for the Su-
preme Court to President Obama, a
fact I am proud of—I am also, today,
proud to champion Myrna’s elevation
to the bench.

Myrna’s life was the embodiment of
the American dream. The daughter of
Mexican immigrants, she grew up in
San Antonio, TX, where her father was
an Army veteran who worked as a con-
sultant with Bexar County, while her
mother worked in the post office.

As Myrna herself will tell you, grow-
ing up in a family of immigrants often
meant breaking through Ilinguistic,
cultural, and racial barriers. And of all
places, perhaps nowhere else did these
barriers leave an important imprint on
Myrna than when her aunt took her to
the polls on election day. It was there
where Myrna realized how an election
system built from Byzantine rules shut
out countless citizens from the polit-
ical process. This experience instilled
in Myrna a thirst for making our de-
mocracy work for all, and that has be-
come her life’s work.

After graduating from Yale, Harvard,
and Columbia, Myrna eventually joined
the Brennan Center for Justice, becom-
ing the director of its Voting Rights
and Elections Program. Over the
course of her career, Myrna has become
one of the Nation’s top voting rights
and elections lawyers, playing a key
role in making sure Americans could
vote safely in the 2020 election. She
also has fought unlawful purges of vot-
ing rolls, spoken out against long wait
times at polling locations in diverse
neighborhoods, and has played major
roles preparing six amicus briefs before
the Supreme Court, including one for
the Shelby case in 2013.

But Myrna’s qualifications are not
limited to her experience as a voting
rights litigator. She is also a brilliant
attorney with experience in fair hous-
ing law, disability rights, and employ-
ment discrimination. In the words of
one former colleague, her skills as a
lawyer are simply ‘‘off the charts.”
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